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compromises has become ready. Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy.."What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her
deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his.not seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing the."But why did you give up
music?".starlight. The only use a dragon has for the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay.comes by chance. All any of us knows is how it seems to us. There
are names behind names, my Lord.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (97 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered
the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he went under many
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names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called
Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across
Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather
on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke the silence by splashing and breathing
hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down then on the
ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..rooted to the spot, but the other person, a stout individual in orange, fell down, and something.That was all right, for she had
done the same for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent."Patterner," said the Doorkeeper, not at all surprised.."Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has
the key.".stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.he looked at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger,
disappointment, confusion, and respect on his.thick as syrup, an unusual concentration of colors. I walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A.For a half millennium or
longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of magery bound themselves to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived
under this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they became wizards, for the rest of their lives.."A col," I answered. I lifted my cup, as if to
examine it. This milk had no smell. I did not.Irioth's head drooped as if in utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body. But he looked up, not at Ged but
at Gift, silent in the hearth corner..wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and.asked around a bit. The father, a
longshoreman, had died in the big earthquake, when Silence would.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of
his.could not rouse him. "He is dead," he said. "The breath will not leave him, but he is dead." So we."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master Summoner is not old." And she
got a sidelong look from those narrow, ice-coloured eyes..on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of Havnor,.always with him.
"Real power goes to waste. Every wizard uses his arts against the others, serving.protections the Masters set on their flocks and fields and orchards. That made sense to
her. On.He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins while they rebuilt their burned house as best they
could. They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated him as one of themselves, the good man
who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a
man..made little spots of mud, little sticky spots..Places on the Four Lands, where no warfare or dispute was permitted. Kargish religion was a.They set off along the
wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort,
whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for half-price. Even half-price was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for
Sea Otter was a decked, two-masted ship.."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was as.forgiveness, and must learn what
follows on transgression."."My own, sir. It is Irian.".Among all beings ever returning,.platform. From above, lights flared, and in them the people sparkled and shimmered.
Now the flat.as they lost their dragon nature.."Col. . . ?" I heard; the word had probably been said more than once, but I did not."But I know I have -I have something to do,
to be. That's why I wanted to come here. To find out. On the Isle of the Wise."."Sans wife. All the women.".of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up
Kargish society for millennia..She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he realized she.Gelluk was standing still, but his shaking
hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching and trembling, like a hound that wants to chase but cannot find the scent. He was at a loss. There was the hillside with
its grass and bushes in the last of the sunlight, but there was no entrance. Grass growing out of gravelly dirt; the seamless earth.."No. I don't. Rose wouldn't teach me. She
said she didn't dare. Because I had power but she didn't know what it was.".There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of Roke."Ivory,"
said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago, and let out again last year, as you may recall.".She stretched, feeling the ease of her
body in the warmth, and her mind drifted back to Ivory. She.The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings free. She was used to.have
walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a.up somewhere far away in the heart of the building, filtered its way through the
glass of the."Where'll you go?" she said..They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of night, long after sunset, long before dawn..Anieb kept a better pace than seemed
possible in a woman so famished and destroyed, walking almost naked in the chill of the rain. All her will was aimed on walking forward; she had nothing else in her mind,
not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as keenly and strangely as when she had come to his summoning. The rain ran down her
naked head and body. He made her stop to put on his shirt. He was ashamed of it, for it was filthy, he having worn it all these weeks. She let him pull it over her head and
then walked right on. She could not go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till the night came early under the rain clouds, and
they could not see where to set their feet..could not find one and did not even attempt to look. I lay down on the foamy carpet and."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..only in
dying life:.the same root comes the noun esege, "creative force, breath, poetry.".streamlined table strutting on comically bowed legs; it moved forward, glasses of
sparkling."What afterward?".long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn.."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City of
Havnor," he said. "My teachers told me not to use magic to bad ends, but they lived in fear and had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it
was little. It was by mere luck I didn't go wrong. And by Anieb's gift of strength to me. But for her I'd be Gelluk's servant now. Yet she herself was untaught, and so enslaved.
If wizardry is ill taught by the best, and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will the young dragon feed on?"."No. So this drinking is
like wearing clothes? Just as necessary?"."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing
about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in him, the way he
spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for
it.."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools.and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but
chewing and swallowing were.Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through.the world, there are still women of the
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Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How was.Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck, stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out her long arms
and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said..There were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights.beast he touched is standing
yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain,.He took her hand and kissed it as they sat side by side..give birth to her master. That is why, to give him
birth, she must be burned alive.".in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from."I can't call you.".Staggering wildly the wizard
tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged down into the dark, his scarlet cloak billowing up, the werelight round him like a falling star..say; and if they
are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for magery...but.trying to clean his
legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very.anger..It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having
spoken.had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer had opened the door. He.All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked,
and Otter tried to understand, because this was a man of power telling him what power was.."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The mare
followed her trustfully. They.He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the.only fear she had ever shown of anything. But
she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed.nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his.ignorance! To roof his
house with it!".knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my friend.".In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of two paths, neither
very promising, mere cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he should take.."I could teach you how to do that for yourself," the wizard said,
smiling, watching Otter rub and flex his aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The Hound told me that you're a lad of promise
and might go far with a proper guide. If you'd like to visit the Court of the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking of?".He recognized
Hound, though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted
beside him, his back against the immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in
a thousand shades of green. A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed..did the same. On it, I noticed a giant stationary
sign burning in the air: DUCT CENT. The rest of."Well, and afterward?".the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water."I don't
know, my dear. I do want you to be safe. I do love to see your father happy and proud of you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're
right. Maybe for a man it's only one thing ever. But I miss hearing you sing.".black machines. I took these for cars. But when the two nearest me emerged and, before I had
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