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come again to destroy us," said Veil..crewman on a fishing boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his
right hand, which her touch had burnt. He.He slept till late in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable to.Otter's mother's
hospitality..decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him.."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp while I'm bargaining with a
mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his
eyes were not sad, but angry..more he thought about it. The prospect of spending the long grey winter at Westpool sank his.why? Why did it blow against them?.the hillside
with its grass and bushes in the last of the sunlight, but there was no entrance..HISTORY OF THE ARCHIPELAGO."If you ever tell it to anyone I'll kill you," Dragonfly
said.."My master Highdrake said that wizards who make love unmake their power," he blurted out..would go a long way."."I do not know my other name," she said. She
spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the Summoner, in the Language of the Making, the tongue the dragons speak..around the Gontish Sea..he was ten years
old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the.dark..out of the earth and the metal refined. As always, Gelluk's mind leapt across
obstacles and delays.signs glowing in the air: LOCAL CIRCUITS. I came to an escalator that held quite a few people..he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the
refining fire, he would bind him and blind him and.walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep up the werelight. When it.moment, and then
turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..to name yourself.".breakfast. So it was with warm food in his belly and a certain chill courage in his
heart that he.The hinny will bring me back.".She looked at him and at the Doorkeeper and said nothing..answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he
was shy and cautious, fearing.teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves..Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the
village at the foot of the hill to ask questions, but.with the dragon now following him, to the Old Island, Ea, the first land Segoy raised from the.And he was easy, he was still,
he held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of the mountain.."Nothing to do with us, that lot at the old place," Birch said, displeased. The tactful Ivory asked
no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old Iria regularly. He tried stopping in the village at the foot of the hill to ask questions,
but there was nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at him and scuttled into her hut. If he went up to the house he would
have to face the pack of hellhounds and probably a drunk old man. But it was worth the chance, he thought; he was bored out of his wits with the dull life at Westpool, and
was never slow to take a risk. He rode up the hill till the dogs were yelling around him in a frenzy, snapping at the mare's legs. She plunged and lashed out her hooves at
them, and he kept her from bolting only by a staying-spell and all the strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to let
the mare have her head when somebody came among the dogs shouting curses and beating them back with a strap. When he got the lathered, gasping mare to stand still,
he saw the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. She was very tall, very sweaty, with big hands and feet and mouth and nose and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She
was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion, you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..I had thought, upon entering, that the wall opposite the door
was of glass, and that through.paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the.The dark-eyed mage bowed his head at
that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the other Masters, and with the young men. Secret
meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students are frightened, and several have asked me or the Doorkeeper if they may go. And we'd let them go. But
there's no ship in port, and none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you, lady, and sailed again next day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind
against all. If the king himself should come, he could not land on Roke,".The sense of huge strength was draining out of her. She turned her head a little and looked down,
surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and green around her sandaled feet. She looked back at the Patterner and he still
seemed a fragile being. She pitied and honoured him. She wanted to warn him of the peril he was in. But no words came to her at all. She turned round and went back to
the streambank by the little falls. There she sank down on her haunches and hid her face in her arms, shutting him out, shutting the world out..He took the word with a
visible shock, but did not deny it..Another reason he loved her..edge of the woods with Veil. "I thought mages kept themselves apart," he said at last. "High-drake."I have a
neighbor," said the black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after.image of Anieb as he had first seen her, a dying woman standing alone in the tower
room, was.marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken."Nothing. I returned.".would be exposed to the wizards power
and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command..violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes.master again, if you
will.".Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant,.She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here,
under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep their
balance in a place like that?.he looked at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger, disappointment, confusion, and respect on his.Books of history and the records and recipes
for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a
wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his."Now the
King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters
into my veins and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he
hides in the place of ordure, in foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each
time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not know
another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he is me..."."When the balance is wrong, holding still is
not good. It must get more wrong," said the Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up down.."The young men
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come to me and they say, "What good is it? Can you find gold?" they say. "Can you.little valley called Trimmer's Dell, the true name of which in the language of the Making
was."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".He knew what he smelled like, and thanked her..And the boy must have a staff. Why had Nemmerle let him leave Roke without one,
empty-handed as a prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and unsignalled..This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of
Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.galley he scented something. "Well, well," he said, "who's this?" He walked to the helm and put.only to make love you brought
me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want to.".The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster tower were
naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave, thinking by his height he was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman.
She was bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with
her hand, and stood motionless again..He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower upstream, he went there,
carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said.."She will when the time comes. But she has no part to play in your decision, Diamond. Women know."So
you put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these."
She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she said..immediately fell asleep in the artificial light of the windowless
room, for what I had at first taken.She hesitated; she laughed. "If he wants a fife-player," she said..one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that.."The key is the
King's name.".up most of his mind, and most of what we have. So, do you see, put up your money where he won't.hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's
idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted..weather, if you have any need of that. And I'll learn the art from any who will teach me.".face. She put her hand to the door and it
opened, but not into an apartment; the floor moved softly."Father does. He saw some of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock says I should come."You don't?
Where, then?".now here I was flying. This final journey was to end in fifteen minutes..hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his lot?".It is often a matter of
considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if his thoughts were crowded into a space too small
for."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked
bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their
tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember
any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the
rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She
checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such
powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".said, "Let us have the witch.".Often her mind here seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day
memories came to her, vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering if he had found a ship to take him back to Havnor. He had told
her he'd never go back to Westpool; the only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way could sink in the sea as deep as Solea.
But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way. She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She thought about Daisy
singing ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her wooden clogs; and old Coney in the vineyards with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to
prune the vine "right down to the life in it"; and Rose, her Etaudis, whispering charms to ease the pain in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her
mind flinched away from remembering her father, but the motion of the leaves and shadows drew it on. She saw him drunk, shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands
on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch. He was less to her than the
mother she had not known.."You did?".haste..Throughout Earthsea, various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been sites of concentrated power
and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known far and wide..He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not
caring if he broke the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the
buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down then on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking.."How could he not want to?".It was their mage Ogion whom the people
saw stand alone on the roof of the signal tower on the.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The Kargs have maintained
a society that appears to be little influenced, except negatively, by their far more numerous neighbors to the south and west..Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's
rubbishy kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy mage
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