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calculations and simulations have been verified?" Sterm said, looking at Gaulitz..farmer and his wife have been roused from sleep, they will probably remember that their

door was closed.out of shelter, into the open space between this rig and the next, where they had first glimpsed the.Inside, the technicians and other staff were still

recovering from being invaded by armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among

the gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the middle of the control-room floor

and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had heard it for a long time.."That's right. I don't own a gun."

Geneva's sudden smile was more radiant than the candlelight. "Now."That's monumentally romantic, Mrs. D, but as my mother's proved with numerous doper boyfriends,

it.can in her good hand. "Anyway, Dr. Doom might have been an okay professor.A few seconds of silence elapsed while the Chironians considered the suggestion. Their

expressions seemed to say. it couldn't do any harm, but it probably wouldn't change very much. "Is the case strong enough to turn the whole Army round in a moment?"
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Kath asked doubtfully at last. "We have no proof about Padawski and the bombings. What you've said about Howard Kalens might result in some debate, but would it have

sufficient impact on its own to convince enough people of how insane Sterm really is? Now, if we could prove all the incidents, all at the same lime-".and pigheadedness.

Too useful..than the giant rigs parked side by side on the blacktop. White cab, black canvas walls. The saddlery.perhaps this was nothing more than a pretense of

amusement, to cover her discomfort at how close.thee with a work of art fair suitable for the galleries of Eden.".savoring his ice cream while gazing out the

window.."Someone you how?" Colman asked..Merrick nodded gravely. "An officer who abets an act contrary to the best interests of the Service is being disloyal, and a

citizen who acts against the interests of the."Junk?!" Hoover's lights blazed crimson in unison. "What do you mean, funk? I'll have you know, young man, that we stock the

finest quality and the widest selection on the Peninsula. And we do it with the smallest inventory overhead and the fewest out-of-stock problems of any establishment of

comparable size. Junk indeed! Have you troubled to inspect our--".This scheme at last explained a number of things which previously had been noted merely as empirically

observed curious coincidences. It explained why quarks came in three colors: Each one-plus-two combination of dums and dees.Downstairs, Maddock drifted through the

house and positioned himself outside at the front to watch for the flyer that would be bringing Celia from the shuttle base; the others made their separate ways out through

the rear and rejoined Colman inside the personnel carrier minutes later. They settled themselves down to wait, and Fuller and Canon lit cigarettes. "Still think it'll go okay,

Sarge?" Stanislau asked. "I could do a quick hair-job in there." He had brought the things with him, just in case..The metals-extraction sub complex made use of the high

fusion temperatures available on-site to reduce seawater, common rocks, and sands, and all forms of industrial and domestic waste and debris to a plasma of highly

charged elementary ions which were then separated cleanly and simply by magnetic techniques; it was like an industrial scale mass spectrometer. In the chemicals sub

complex a range of compounds such as fertilizers, plastics, oils, fuels, and feedstocks for an assortment of dependent industries were also formed primarily by recombining

reactants from the plasma state under conditions in which the plasma radiation~ was tuned to peak in a narrow frequency band that favored the formation of desired

molecules and optimized yields without an excess of unwanted by-products; which was far more efficient than using broad-band thermal sources of combining energy. The

plasma method did away with most of the vats and distilling towers of older technologies and, moreover, enabled bulk reactions, which in the past would have taken days or

even weeks, to proceed in seconds--and without requiring catalysts to accelerate them..Realizing the full horror of the girl's situation, Aunt Gen was reduced to stunned

silence and to at least a.The headlights probe considerably farther up the slope than do the flashlights. But they still reach far less.nearer southbound lanes, cars overtake

the auto transport and, from time to time, large trucks pass, as."Still, man, that was impressively more colorful than anything I was expecting. We got more than we."SDs,"

Colman said at once. "It was- a professional job.".Then Leilani would be alone with Dr. Doom..The loud drumming of fear with which he has lived for the past twenty-four

hours has subsided to a faint.it became an astringent syrup as it went down.."You can count on it, sir," Stanislau said..followed seemed to be charged with some

supernatural energy, as the aura of an elemental spirit might.It was interesting, certainly. "Well.. . maybe," Bernard replied guardedly. "Who do you know there?" -.Cool..The

Military maintained a facility for reprocessing warheads and fabricating replacement' stocks, which as a precaution against accidents and to save some weight the designers

had located way back in the tail of the Spindle, behind the huge radiation shield that screened the rest of the ship from the main-drive blast. It was known officially as

Warhead Refinishing and Storage, and unofficially as the Bomb Factory. Nobody worked there. Machines took care of routine operations, and engineers visited only

infrequently to carry out inspections or to conduct out-of the-ordinary repairs. Nevertheless, it was a military installation containing munitions, and according to regulations,

that meant that it had to be guarded. The fact that it was already virtually a fortress and protected electronically against unauthorized entry by so much as a fly made no

difference; the regulations said that installations containing munitions had to be guarded by guards. And guarding it, Colman thought, had to be the lousiest, shittiest job the

Army had to offer..untouchable..A hand was trying to shake Colman out of the grave that he had been lying in for a thousand years. "Sarge, wake up," the Voice of

Judgment boomed from above, sounding uncannily like Stanislau. "Hanlon wants you over at the main gate.".His confidence is restored..This was true. Golden hair. Eyes

as blue as gentian petals. The clarity of Leilani's features promised that."Bernie, this is too much!" Jean's voice came up from the lounge area below. "I'm never going to get

used to this." Bernard smiled to himself and left Jay's room to enter the open elevator cubicle by the top of the curving stairway. Seconds later he walked out again and into

the lounge. John was standing in the center of the floor between the dining room and the area of sunken floor before the king-size wall screen that formed a comfortable

enclave surrounded by a sofa, two large armchairs, and a revolving case of shelves half recessed into the wall; a coffee table of dark-tinted glass formed its centerpiece.

She gestured helplessly. "What are we ever going to do with all this space? You know, I'm really beginning to think I might end up developing agoraphobia.".Driscoll

frowned, thought about it, and dismissed it with a shake of his head. "This is kinda funny," he said to.him better than he knew himself. This suspicion didn't inspire

contemplation, and he busied himself.problems, a pleasing face wasn't just about looking good; it was about survival..The Chironian mind had no place for the dismal

picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a spark in the night to

dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly infinite Universe of

sibling universes, every one of which coexisted at every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a summer storm cloud

precipitating raindrops. Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the antimatter project had verified,

every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that everything in existence, from microbes to

the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it.."I guess you have to learn moderation in this place," Stanislau remarked, studying his half-emptied

glass of dark, frothy Chironian beer. He shook his head slowly. "You know, this sounds crazy but sometimes I wish they would make us pay for it."."Sinsemilla? That's a

...".For a second Colman could only gape at her, He'd known that Swyley had been brought on to the Mayflower.Bernard couldn't see why Pernak had changed his mind. "I

thought you and Eve had things all figured out before you took off," he said as they continued talking over after dinner drinks around the sunken area of floor on one side of

the lounge. "Look what's happening-you've left, other people are leaving all over. You were right. Just leave the situation alone and let it straighten itself out."."By my

authority." Matthew Sterm rose from his seat and came round onto the floor to face the assembly defiantly. "This prattling has continued for too long. I have no eloquent
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speeches to make. Enough time has been wasted on such futilities already. You will all proceed now, under escort, to quarters that have been allocated and remain there

until further notice. We have business to attend to." He nodded at Stormbel, who motioned at the guards. "I would like Admiral Slessor's to remain behind to discuss matters

concerning the continued well-being of the ship."."INTERGALACTIC SPACECRAFT, alien abductions, an extraterrestrial base hidden on the dark side.those places she

goes."."I made no mention of taking over anything. I'm merely saying we should be sufficiently familiar with their operations in be able to guarantee service if we are

required to. Now that we've had an opportunity to look at Post Norday and a few other installations, I ant reasonably confident we could manage them. I didn't want to take

up too much of everybody's time before, but since the.Exhaling explosively, inhaling in great ragged gasps, the woman flung herself toward exhaustion, whether."This looks

like what we want, chief," Stanislau said to Sirocco, and pointed to one of the entries. Sirocco leaned closer to peer at the screen.."Fifty?".Explorers opened for the boy, and

he quickly slipped inside.."Forget it," Colman interrupted. "It happens to everyone. Let's leave it with all the other stuff that's best left .up there.".Later. Tears are for later.

Survival comes first. He can almost hear his mother's spirit urging him to.comfort: "In misfortune lies the seed of future triumph.".Bernard stood up. "Sure... don't let me keep

you if you have things to do. Thanks for letting me have the cutter back." He turned his head toward the dining area and called in a louder voice, "Hey, you people wanna

say good-bye to Jerry? He's leaving." Pernak and lay waited by the door for lean and Marie to appear..From the highest bowers, a menacing whisper sifts down through

branches. Maybe it is nothing more.Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team working under

Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the main

concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too, Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many of

them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin

daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show,

one of Chiron's major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American

underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was heading a research project in

biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an

old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale steam loco.Kneeling on the mattress, her mother bounced like a schoolgirl, making

the springs sing and the bedrails.does that mean?".The bureaucrats who had mismanaged the sprawling politico military machine that had come to dominate the North

American continent had been unable or unwilling to recognize his worth and dedication while they heaped honors and favors on Sons of spineless sycophants and generals'

blue-eyed prot?g?s groomed to the movie image at West Point, and he felt no compassion for them now as the laser link from Earth brought news of nuclear devastation

across the length and breadth of Africa, and of titanic clashes between armies in Central Asia. They were paying for it now, and the fools who had put them in office were

paying for their stupidity..and then answered to her name, although usually she appeared not to know who she was ? or to care.
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